8o       ,     The First Aeroplanes
difficulties must increase with the scale of the machine, goes far to preclude the idea that regular ocean service will be conducted by flying machines rather than by ships.
" But, as the history of science and inventioit abundantly proves, it is rash to set limits. For special purposes, such as exploration, we may expect to see flying machines in use before many years have passed."
In January, 1907, the British Secretary for War refused to enter into negotiations with the Wright Brothers, saying: " I have nothing to add to my last letter to you. The War Office is not disposed to enter into relations at present with any manufacturer of aeroplanes."
First flights on aeroplanes were made in the different countries in the following order. (See opposite page.)